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Mediation centres can help
settle pending cases: SC judge

NT HETWORK

PANAIL Stating that Goa does not hove
oo many cases pending in courts as
compared to the rest of the country
Supreme Court judge Madon B Lokur
Sunday said that most af the pending cases

could be resalved through the setting lI|||rI'

mediation centres in the state, He also said
that it was a myth that bawyers lose out
om their clientele due to the cases being
referred to mediation centres.

Speaking  as chiel guest at
the inagural function of Gon
Community Mediation Cemtre - a0
registered public trust  through
the state government, at Altinho, Panaji,
Justice Lokur said that most of the cases
that have not got resalved in the courts
have been settled through mediation
centres within atimeframe of 60-90 day=.

Moreower, the mediation centres
also help in solving any future possible
disputes between the partics Lo a case,
Hence, it is a win-win situation as both

he parties get satisfied, said the apex

E
judge, “Im Delhi, such centres

SC;

“In  fact, lawvers abroad
have started earning morve and
gaining more trust as the cases
are resolved speedily through
mediators,” he said.

Explaining the benefits of
mediation centres, Justice Lokur
said that in Delhi, there are about
1 lakh cases, which ave referred
to the court-annexed mediation
centres of which 50-60 per cent
have been resolved amicably. He
said that community mediation is
the best type of mediation centre
when compared to the court-
annexed and private mediation
centres. “Four to five years ago, o
community mediation centre was
set up in Delhi for which space
was allotted by the government
and most of the petty disputes
were resolved amicably through
this centre and it is still running
successiully,” he said.

The apex court judge urged
thestate governmenttosetupsuch

A Justice Lokur said i
that in his career, T
he has not come
across any lawyar
complaining about
the loss of clients
due to mediation
centres. “In fact,
lawyers abroad
have started earming marne and
Eaining more trust as the cases are
resofved speadily through mediators”

Madan B Lokur
S\lp_rem Lot judge

have proven best for cases relating to
consumer dispute redressal which have
remained pending for a long period of
tHime"

Justice Lokur saicd that in his career
he has not come across amy lawyer
complaining about the loss of clients due
to mediation centres,

s S0P

community mediation centres
in the state and ereate awareness
among the lawyers and people as
it could be a common place where
people from the community could
approach the centre and settle
their disputes. With the spirit
of giving something back to the
society, professionals can also run
mediation centres, he said.

Advocate Shailendra Bhobe
said that it is not necessary for a
person to be a lawver to become
a mediator. Any professional
with the required training and
skills can become a mediator. *If
the mediator prepares himself
carefully, adopts a candid attitude
and keeps patience, he will find
that mediation works well,” he
said.

Speaking about mediator's
role in the corporate world
industry expert George Ninan
said that since today's corporate
world focuses on  expansion
and diversification in business,
all disputes related to business

should be resolved through
negotiation. Hence, mediation
has given a synergetic solution to
adopt amicable settlement with
long-lasting relationship.

Advocate E O Mendes said
that to achieve a good settlement
through mediation, it requires
that a lawyer adopt an approach
different from the one in the
courtroom. “The use of litigation
skills in  mediation i not
productive. Deal-making skills
will serve the lawyer far better,”
he zaid.

According to president of the
Indian Institute of Arbitration and
Mediation advocate Anil Xavier,
mediation should be offered as a
choice inthe initial stage itself. He
also pointed out the advantage of
speed, economy and possibility of
a total settlement of the dispute
through mediation. While
mediation is well accepted in case
of family disputes, it needs to he
promoted for settling commercial
and community disputes, he said.
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